
Board meeting Minutes  12/7/21
Quorum present yes

Attendee’s Board members
Paul Horton, Daniel Pol, Charlie Brown, Ann Finley, Wendy Jennejahn, Sue Brown

Vendors
Mary Fenton/ Jerry,  Grace Smith / Family

VFFC  Chris Keiser, Tracy Weatherhogg

Meeting called to order at  6:04
Charlie made a motion to approve the minutes from the last meeting, Ann Seconded all agreed

Paul Brought up the letter from received from the DEC

Grace Smith spoke about calling the DEC and the research she had done on her own over the
internet. She spoke with DEC and Dept of health . Both Gave her different opinions of the
severity of the TCE in the building.  She was told the  TCE levels are based on different levels of
occupancy,  Residential limits  is considered if you are in a building 24/7.  Occupational limits
are for someone in a setting for 8-10 a day 5 -7days a week.  Non residential limits  a few hrs on
a saturday once per week  it only stays in your system for 7 days,   With each Level the
damage and danger significantly decrease.  They told her TCE levels can only be detected if
you have the bloodwork done within 24 hrs of being in the building.  DEC recommended we
relocate as soon as possible.

Dept of health  had an entirely different view of the situation.  They said each and every person
should decide for themselves whether or not to be in the building. And if they are concerned
after being in the building for so many years they can certainly reach out to their health care
providers. They also expressed there is a simple fix  with a Ventilation system that can be
obtained through the DEC contacts. There is a depressurization system to ventilate the air and
only costs a few thousand dollars . This could be funded by the current owners of the building,
or you could go back to the original contributors of the gas and they would pay for it. Or the
federal government could step in.  Grace stated it sounded like we could still be in the building
while this ventilation system was installed. She stated she still wasnt sure how she felt about
this all but she did find out that there so many products in our homes that contain this same gas
that we use on a daily basis.
Also that the Testing was done when the building was closed up for a week so that could have
affected the levels making them higher than what they actually are.

Both DEC and Dept of Health agreed on the dangers to pregnant women , that is the most
dangerous situation from TCE and we should ask them to leave the building immediately.



Sue asked about the danger to women of reproductive age, Grace stated that yes they did bring
that up and the same applies, although the signage the doors is enough warning to have for
them.
Grace also asked the dept of health about exposure times. It  dissipates from your body through
urine and sweat  within 7 days.   The amount of time we are there, 5 hours a day once a week, it
would dissipate that much faster  with such a low exposure time.

Sue also brought up the amount of years the market has been in the building , and the fact that
if it was so dangerous the state would have immediately closed the doors. Ian had researched
and found that we are only in the building 2% of the allotted time or residential levels.

Ian brought up the fact that different people are having to be in this building different amounts of
time. He states he NEEDS this building to be able to survive. Without this commercial kitchen
exactly where it is he will lose everything. He is unable to drive due to brain tumors and
epilepsy, this is his sole source of income. Due to his illnesses he is unable to work anywhere
else.  He also mentioned the vendors who HAVE to be there to sell their products in order to
survive.

Paul brought up the fact that at the moment we have a lot more questions that need to be
asked. And we need to get answers to them.  Ian brought up that his sales had been up 100%
the past few weeks and he is finally able to have the stability needed to get a loan  to open his
own business.. But not if he loses the market building right now.

Paul brought up the fact that we already know there has been significant economic damage to
vendors due to this issue and we want to get this resolved before more damage can be done.
Paul then asked Chris and Tracy from the VFFC to tell us what they have to tell us at this point
in time.

Chris started by telling us they only have the information  received from the state. He wanted us
to focus at this time on one particular line in the letter from the state. “Based on these findings
relocation is Recommended”   they have not said we have to leave. They have made them
show they have signage up that is state approved at all of the entrances and proof that wach
tenant has been notified.  That is the only thing they can express  right now. Tracy said they
have asked someone from the dept of health or the DEC come  and meet with everyone to tell
us exactly what is happening.  They have not gotten back to her yet. .

The contact Grace spoke to was  Pamela Wadman at the Dept of health.  Paul mentioned he
tried contacting her himself numerous times that day and was unable to reach her. Tracy
brought up the need to have them come in person to speak to us all and to give us all the facts
and information for us to be able to make the best decisions. Grace again stated the dept of
health stated the ventilation system would be a quick fix without us shutting down. Chris stated
there has been an email exchange between VFFC and the engineer with DEC  about a filtration
system that would be needed. One that pushes air through and then through a filter to clean .
The engineer stated that would be impossible to do in a building of this size.  There would be to



many  carbon  filters needed  and that isnt possible. They also asked about a filtration system
for the kitchen area and the working areas and they are still waiting to hear back on that.  They
are looking to see if there is some kind of prepackaged system they can set in the kitchen that
will clean the air.   Ian brought up the fact that the building we were meeting in would make a
great location for an office. Chris keiser stated the VFFC is intending to move their operations
into that building.   In an orderly thoughtful way.
Grace asked if this building had been there as long as the farmers hall why was this building
considered safe. Chris stated it was due to the fact that  the manufacturing that contributed to
the gasses had been done in the other building and not this one. Grace brought up the fact that
it is in the soil which would make this building also contaminated.  Chris stated all the drillings of
the soil, groundwater and other spaces showed the gas had not spread from below the footprint
of that building. Ann stated it had indeed been found in the groundwater.  Chris stated there is
nothing in the groundwater. Ann stated it was in the paperwork from the DEC website. Chris
stated there was alot if information in the paperwork but he specifically recalled them saying it
was not in the ground water. Ann then stated she had read the paperwork sent from the state
thoroughly and it is in fact in the groundwater. Chris stated Ann was probably going to prove him
wrong and thanked her for that.

Paul did mention this is a heavier than air gas.  Grace then stated she had asked about the
chances of the gas seeping into the food being served or prepped.  They stated that no, it does
not seep into the food or affect the food quality.. Ann did bring up that a vendor had asked her
this very question.

Paul stated he was trying to get ahold of Pamela Wadman, he stated he would like to write up a
summary of the conversation then go back and ask her if there were any changes that needed
to be made to the way he remembered the conversation . he also mentioned the fact that we
have some information, but nowhere near enough at this point in time.

Charlie then asked  if we were able to get the state to agree to us putting in the filtration system
for now for a few thousand dollars. Is the VFFC  willing to do that?  Chris stated he thinks that's
an economical question  for the rutland planning commission and he doesn't want to  just do a
quick fix, charlie stated that prior to purchasing this room we were in and the other building had
a kitchen that sold food  and had 3 or 4 people in there all the time for years  in their kitchens.
He also brought up that this has been here for a long long time.  And the thing is we need to get
a straight answer from the state about if this filtration system  will be doable . He then stated he
had asked Chris at the last meeting  what is going to happen to the VFFC if the Vermont
Farmers market has to vacate the building how will they continue their operations without our
rent. And  Chris stated they had enough money to go on. Charlie then asked if the Rutland
regional planning commission does not approve the money for this set up  would the vffc  be
willing to do that for us.  Charlie stated sometimes it all in how the questions are asked. He then
told Grace what a fabulous job she did in asking all of the correct questions. Charle then stated
that not to be rude, a lot of the people making the decisions about all of this  have no idea what
they are talking about.  They are hired by the state but have no formal training in any of this.
They have reports and statistics to use in their decision making.



Grace then asked, who has more authority, the DEC or the Dept of health due to the differing
opinions. Chris stated that they both have authority in their own right.  And that it would probably
be the dept of health who would be in charge if we had to leave.

Jerry Fenton commented that  if they drilled in any manufacturing plant in the city of Rutland ,
every business would be shut down.  He also stated that his father had worked on this site when
it was GE and he lived to be 90 years old. And he didn't die from TCE .

Paul states he would like to try to get Pamela wadman and try to get some more information.
And he thinks we need to continue to try to contact other landlords about the possibility of
relocating so if we do have to move we will have somewhere to go. Grace also stated she thinks
if the other vendors and the public  were educated on the facts she had learned there would be
really no need to move.
Daniel stated he knows a man with environmental solutions  who does the depressurized
systems and they don't take very long to install  and they are about a couple thousand dollars
per home. Obviously there would be a lot more of a building this size. And they are guaranteed
to work for Radon and this is a similar situation.  Chris stated while Daniel was accurate in his
statement in this situation they want to clean the air as it comes out of the ground  so it doesnt
come out in the air.  Which includes a carbon canister.

Sue commented that Grace had explained everything she learned in a way that most everyone
could understand.
Paul stated we should wait until we had concrete statements from the Dept of health before we
put any of Graces conversations in writing for the vendors and public.

Tracy stated we should have a question and answer session with the state, why has it taken a
month for something like this to happen.  Chris stated The recommendation was received on
Dec 2, 5 days prior to this meeting they have reached out to the state to see if a meeting could
be arranged.

Paul said it was interesting our information has come from Kimberly Caldwell  with the DEC, but
she is willing to defer to the Dept of health.  Chris stated she is the contact person for the
contractors.  Paul questions who exactly is the expert in this situation.  Kim caldwell
recommends vacating the building but the Dept of Health  doesnt think it's so bad.

Ian states he thinks we should defer to the dept of health.

Chris states the reports cannot be properly interpreted without the maps from DEC where each
drilling occurred.  Board members had those maps,

Daniel says why isn't this being cleaned already if we know it needs to be done.
Paul says he would love to see the air sampled on a saturday morning when the doors are
opening and closing all day multiple times a minute. Chris Keiser stated he was here during the
testing and it was done in a closed up building. Ian asked about a new floor which had been



brought up at some point to him by chris. Chris stated that had already been shot down by the
state, as they wanted the gas gone and not trapped under the floor. Chris stated it was the
engineer with a practical and background in this scenario who had given him this information.

Paul stated that while it was good to be speaking about The TCE and the harm it could cause.
What about the economic and emotional harm that is happening because of this. What about
the dangers of moving into a smaller confined space with Covid happening all around us.  This
is a troubling time to be going through this.

Jerry asked why these tests were conducted when they wereAnd why was it right before the
winter market was due to start. Why not in the summer when it wasnt an issue.  Chris stated it
was because of grants they were trying to get for an expansion.  And that it was Brownfield
money that was provided to them by the rutland planning committee held specifically for the
VFFC expansion. Charlie specified he wanted everyone to know this isnt free money but in fact
taxpayer funds. This was money returned to the state for state use from taxes received from the
taxpayers.

Grace asked if there was any intention for this situation to be rectified anytime in the near
future?
Chris stated that now everyone is trying to figure out what needs to be done and how it is going
to be done. Charlie said the person at the last meeting w=from the planning commission stated
they would 100% take care of this issue, Chris said no not the actual installation of anything but
the investigation part of it.  Tracy said they had said they would work with us on the mitigation of
the gas.
Ian questioned how much money is going through the building in a years time and where is it
going? Meaning grants coming in and going out to rescue other parts of the community rather
than the tenants of the building.  Chris states the budget is 390 thousand for the various
programs. Ian asked why it was ok for them to use the funds to bail out dying restaurants but
not to help the tenants in the building.

Chris says the next step is the engineers are going to get under the building to see what kind of
system is needed to fix this. And that they told him it would be at least a minimum of 6 months
for this to happen, Charlie asked if it is possible for them to at least contact the state to see if the
filtration system is a possibility and could it be done. Charlie stated he was interested to know  if
our 30,000 covers the bills  and the VFFC has all this extra money. If the filtration system was
ok’d and the market paid for it, but the vffc wouldnt get that amount from us for the rent. Chris
states without any of the tenants rent they have a good amount of money from just the everyone
eats program to continue to run their programs at a budget of 390,000 a yr for several years.
Without to much trouble.

Ann stated at the moment the market has lost about 3,000 in revenue due to vendor refunds.
Grace asked about customer feedback of which there really hasnt been any yet. Ann stated
Kinder Way had mentioned some negative feedback from unhappy customers. Sue stated her



sales are not where they normally are at this time of year. Ian stated his were phenomenal, and
were Ann’s.  But is it due to this situation or covid, or the economy?
Sue asked Chris if the system, if needed, could be done in the winter, and would we need to
move out. Paul said he would be surprised if anything would happen in the next several months.

Chris thanked us for being with them during this hard time, and that he had many people
reaching out to find alternative venues for the market.

Chris stated  Paul and Charlie have been in regular contact with them so  he feels
communication is happening as it should.  Tracy stated communication with the public is
important and maybe they could have someone come to answer questions maybe on a
saturday when the market is open.

Ian asked what was more dangerous, this gas or  something else and who decides what is a
higher risk, Sue stated she is looking at Paul and Charlie who have both been here since day
one and they look healthy. Grace also stated she had been in the building since it opened and
was fine.  Grace stated Pam with the dept of health told her she was inhaling more TCE
pumping her gas than she was being in the building for a few hrs a week.

Paul stated we have to get a notice out to the vendors again as the DEC wasn't happy with the
information sent out so far.  They want us to send out the letter from the state.  But the general
feeling is that, this letter would do nothing but scare everyone, Tracy had a sign that the DEC
approved for the purpose of notifying the public then why wouldn it work to send to the vendors.

Paul says we need to have enough information sent out to everyone for them to be informed but
not scared. Daniel said what is to stop anyone from posting the letter on social  media… he is
afraid the vendors might think we are withholding information.
Wendy asked if we have anything at al from the Dept of health, Grace said only her
conversation with them. Tracy stated we should really have something in writing from the dept of
health to send out to people. And she is pretty sure Sugar bobs have received a letter stating
this does not affect food in any way from Dept of health.
Tracy to get a copy of this to Ann as soon as possible. So we could update vendors.

Paul stated a reporter with the herald called him again before he left the house. He stated he
didnt want to say anything due to not really having anything to say to help the situation and that
he wanted us to know there would probably be something in the paper.

Wendy asked about the press report we were told was coming out. Tracy stated she thinks
because the herald hadn't picked the story up yet this hasn't happened yet.  They had
discussed it at their meeting that morning and hopefully it would come out soon.

Ann received a copy of the approved signage to send out to the vendors. Charlie says he thinks
it's important that Paul asks the Dept of health if it is ok to say this gas is included in many



household products . This information to go our friday unless Paul has additional information
before then.

Grace states she is more fearful of being in the holiday inn for the show than she would be in
the building.   Morgan asked if we were concerned about the airflow and she would talk to her
contacts at the holiday inn to see if something could be done about it.

Paul says he thinks since we all have the same information so any of us could answer questions
from vendors or the public.

Paul says we will keep the doors partly open but will open the doors all the way starting at 7:30
and once the market starts we will close them part way.

Ann brought up Victoria having asked about laminated signage for the parking lot, Paul thought
the approved signage should be enough.
Ann also asked if the sign could be posted on our social media as well. And everyone thought it
was a good idea.

Grace asked how many vendors we have lost so far.  Ann said 5 so far.

Meeting adjourned at 7:09




