
 

 

VERMONT FARMERS MARKET/RUTLAND, VT 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 2/23/21 6 PM @ VFFC 

Attendees present in person and via video and conference call 

Board members present, Paul Horton, (president), Daniel Pol (Vice President), Sue Brown, Charlie Brown, 

Victoria Covarrubias, Wendy Jennejahn, Rachel Yoder. Lyndsey Courcelle (via phone) 

Quorum present. yes 

Others present, Lori Pinkowski, (market manager), Ann Finley (secretary/ VFM vendor) John Ingerson, 

(vfm vendor via video) Tracy with VFFC 

Meeting started at 6:03   

Paul started the meeting going over the minutes from January. Sue made a motion to approve the 

minutes, Victoria Seconded, All approved.  

Paul mentioned politicians up for election had asked to set up a booth during the market, he said he had 

told them no as we cannot be shown to favor one party over another. Wendy agreed politics and religion 

did not belong at the farmer market.  All agreed.  

Old Business 

The annual meeting was discussed, Paul had researched the guidance and no reason was found why it 

couldn’t be held inside. No potluck would be available this year due to covid restrictions.  Meeting date was 

set for April 27,2021. @ 5:30. 

Paul to get with Ann to let her know what reports are needed for the annual meeting. 

Paul and Lori had compiled a list of options for vendor payments moving forward. Payment in full is due for 

summer market by end of April. If not a $20 late fee to be applied. And will not be allowed to set up until 

paid in full. Vendors who arrange to pay via prearranged payment plan have until June 1 to be paid in full. 

Wendy asked if market fee could be raised to $250 with 20 off if paid in full on time. Wendy also brought up 

something should be figured out for second half vendors. Lori asked could these options be added onto the 

website application. These options and more to be discussed among board members via email and a finalized 

plan presented at next board meeting. Several ideas were also mentioned for winter market payments 

moving forward. Wendy wondered if board should charge $40 late fee for winter market and $20 for summer. 

Once approved, payment process and fees will be added to the online application. 

 

Lori to find out how many vendors are still delinquent on membership fees at present time.  

Sue asked if anyone verified vendors insurance and, also asked how new vendors were approved for 

market. Paul said the board was not required to check insurance, and there is a committee that oversees 

vendor applications.  
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Victoria asked was it possible to lower the winter market fees as she has heard that stopped a lot of 

vendors from applying. This to be discussed more in the future.  

Summer market dates and times for weekday markets were set Wednesday 5/19 1-5 through end of 

October  

Fair haven to start 5/20 3-6, through end of October vendors who would like to stay to 7 or later to benefit 

from concert goers are able to. 

Ann mentioned the town manager stated once they begin their Friday night events again any market 

vendors are welcome to set up for free.  

Sue asked if Lori’s cell phone and computer had been fixed yet. Lori is still working on the cell phone part. 

Victoria’s Husband fixed the laptop for her. 

Charlie asked if there was a way to spread vendors out more if we are still under covid restrictions next 

winter to make it look fuller and not so many empty spaces especially after the holiday season has ended. 

Daniel asked if there were any guidelines yet for spacing requirements for summer market. Paul stated, at 

this point in time, there is not.) 

New Business.  

Ann and Victoria brought up problems occurring with a vendor who is refusing to serve food to vendors. 

Telling them the food is for his customers. Paul to have a conversation with said vendor. 

Victoria asked if there was a way to deal with vendors who keep causing problems. she stated had a 
vendor come up to her in distress stating said vendor humiliated her in front of a line of customers refusing 
to sell to a vendor at the moment. This is not the first time he has rejected a sale to a vendor. Paul said he 
would talk to him regarding the incident. 

 

Sue and Rachel had researched having canvas bags made to sell to customers, Sue made a printout of 

different bags and vendor pricing for them. Sue and Rachel to check prices also  of paper bags  Tracy with 

VFFC Said they have a bunch of canvas bags with their logo on one side that the market was welcome to if 

they wanted them. Then all that would be needed was to put market logo and name on other side.  More 

to be decided at next meeting. 

Wendy mentioned maybe a community funding project could be started and bags given to community 

members who become paid sponsors for the market.  

Victoria asked if credit card payments could be set up on website for easier payment for vendors.  

Paul to check into the 1.50 charge for credit and debit charges to find out the reasoning for it.  
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Tracy with VFFC to check into the new gift certificates that are going around to see if they are legitimate or 

copies.  

Tracy mentioned they hold their meetings the 3rd thursday of every month can be joined via 

teleconference. No one from VFM is scheduled to be in attendance.  

Paul also mentioned it is almost time to hold elections for board positions. Election to be held at the annual 

meeting.  Daniel stated he had made voting ballets for the previous election and would be glad to do so 

again.  

Paul made motion to adjourn meeting. Sue seconded. All agreed.  

 

 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:43pm Next meeting 3/30/21 @ 6:00 Submitted by Ann Finley, secretary 

 


